To Our Parents,

‘ As this school year gets underway, we feel fortunate to be partnering with you in fostering the

w» growth and development of your child. We are continuing our focus this year on early literacy
skills. These are skills children need to learn in order to be ready to read, and include skills
such as paying attention, using and understanding gestures and words, drawing shapes, and u
derstanding that words have meaning. These are some of the important skills that help prepare
children for Kindergarten, to eventually learn to read, and for later school success. Children
who are read to at least three times a week do much better in their later development than chil-
dren who are read to less often. The more often the better! It is not important to read every
word, but instead to talk about the pictures and what is happening in the story, how the charac-
ters are feeling, and to relate it to experiences your child may have had. Children learn most
from books when they are actively involved. Once they are familiar with a book, they some-
times like to read the story to you too. When children share information with you about a book
or just when talking to you, it is very helpful for their language development to add a little more
‘information to what they say. For exampl e

bouncing ball o6 or O0Roll me the ballé. Thi

and early literacy development at the same time.

Every fall for the past several years, The Storytelling Guild from the Jackson County Library ha:
provided each child in our program with a book of their own. It is very exciting to receive hun-
dreds of books at once all sorted out for each of our case managers to distribute to your chil-
dren The books are chosen by age, and with our population of children in mind, A lot of love,

e and thought goes into the process. We are very grateful to be one of the programs to ben
from their generosity and hope that you and your child will often read the book your child
receives. If you have been in the program for a year or two now, your child already has his or
her own library of these books!

Sincerely
Kate Mcfarland, Coordinator
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by DESD Child Development Services (CDS), a member of Jackson County Early Intervention Council,
2 Providing Early Intervention (El) and Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) services in Jackson

County
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Child Development Services

Jackson County Early Intervention/

Early Childhood Special Education Services Program
Phone: (541)494 -7800 Fax: (541) 494-7829
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The Parent Connection
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Mary Wolf,
Co-Chairii
Child Care Resource Network / The Job Council
541-842-2593

Kate McFarland,

Co-Chairii
DESD Child Development Services
(541) 494-7820
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For questions about or submissions to this newsletter,

contact Letisia Chavez, Program Assistant
DESD Child Development Servisd%4947805

Sponsored by The Jackson County Early Childhood Part-
nership Team, The Grants Pass Early Childhood Council,
and the child care providers of Jackson and Josephine

Counties.
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